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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We pause now in Your presence and
acknowledge our dependence on You.

We ask Your blessing upon the men
and women of this, the people’s House,
who are settling into new spaces and
committees here on Capitol Hill.

As the new session begins, help them
and indeed help us all to obey Your
law, to do Your will, and to walk in
Your way. Grant that they might be
good in thought, gracious in word, gen-
erous in deed, and great in spirit.

Make this a glorious day in which all
are glad to be alive and ready to serve
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. ADAMS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ADAMS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS-ELECT

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tives-elect please present themselves in
the well.

Mr. NoLAN of Minnesota and Mr.
CosTA of California appeared at the bar
of the House and took the oath of of-
fice, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
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and allegiance to the same; that you take
this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now Members of the 114th Congress.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentleman from
California and the gentleman from
Minnesota, the whole number of the
House is now 430.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
GRANITEVILLE TRAIN WRECK 10TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Tuesday marked the 10th an-
niversary of the catastrophic train
wreck in Graniteville, South Carolina,
which sadly is remembered for the
death of nine citizens and over 250 per-
sons injured.

I appreciate the first responders of
Aiken County and the State for their
courageous efforts to help those in
need. I commend Steve Seeling, who
has promoted train safety after his son,
Chris, died in the incident. I also appre-
ciate the continued efforts in leader-
ship of Phil Napier, the GVW volunteer
fire chief and now Aiken County Coun-
cil member.

This disaster had devastating im-
pacts on Graniteville, including the
closing of a major employer, Avondale
Mills. However, new businesses have
emerged, and the expansion of
Bridgestone Corporation with the es-
tablishment of MTU America has cre-
ated nearly 1,500 jobs.

While we are grateful for the new
jobs in Graniteville and look forward
to its continued growth, we will never
forget those lost in the railroad trag-
edy 10 years ago.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and the President, by his actions, must
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism. As an Amer-
ican grateful for French heritage, our
prayers are with the people of France
fighting terrorism.

———

PROVIDING FUNDING FOR BORDER
CROSSINGS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, there
are 329 ports of entry across the United
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States, four of which are located in my
district of western New York. These
border crossings provide opportunity
for trade and commerce, require suffi-
cient levels of security, and provide
enormous economic benefits to our Na-
tion.

Today, I asked the Subcommittee on
Homeland Security of the Committee
on Appropriations to include funding
for the programs necessary to ensure
the free flow of people and goods at the
northern border.

Specifically, funding is needed to sus-
tain the recent increase in Customs
and Border Protection officer staffing
levels. This increase offers significant
economic benefits by reducing wait
times.

Also, I asked for funding to support
the Preinspection Pilot program, which
will expedite the flow of traffic by
moving primary cargo inspections to
Canada at crossings in Buffalo, New
York, and Blaine, Washington.

Madam Speaker, I will continue to
push for these and other measures to
integrate the economies of our border
communities with our Canadian neigh-
bors. I urge the committee to support
them as well.

———

IN MEMORY OF KETA SODREL

(Mr. YOUNG of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
life and legacy of Keta Sodrel.

Keta, who passed away 1 week ago
today, was married for 47 years to Con-
gressman Mike Sodrel, who represented
Indiana’s Ninth Congressional District
for several years. I know I speak for
countless Hoosiers in paying our re-
spects to Keta and offering our
thoughts and prayers to Mike and his
family.

If you talk to anyone who Kknew
them, you will quickly learn that Mike
was able to serve our district with dis-
tinction because of the love and sup-
port of his wife. Keta, I am told, was a
model congressional spouse because
she loved southern Indiana, she loved
the Lord, and she loved Mike deeply.

Most of us who serve in this body are
only able to do so because of the same
sort of love and support from our own
spouses. As we all remember the Sodrel
family during their time of loss, may
Keta remind us of the loving, loyal,
and invaluable service and sacrifice our
spouses make for our Nation.

———

FREEDOM OF SPEECH

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, now
that you have yielded me time, I can
say anything I want. I can offer any
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idea and I can criticize anything. No
police force, not the greatest military
in the world can stop me from speaking
my mind.

This is true not because I am a par-
ticularly regular source of good ideas
or because we are particularly gracious
to one another around here; it is true
because we are humble about what we
know for sure.

We used to know for sure in this
Chamber that women should not vote
and that racial discrimination was
okay. Opposing those ideas used to be
offensive and provocative.

In Paris yesterday, several coura-
geous journalists were murdered be-
cause their ideas were provocative to
some. They were murdered by cowards
who know that their ideas and visions
would and will be rejected by civilized
humans everywhere. There is no cour-
age in Kkilling the unarmed.

To those who committed these atroc-
ities yesterday: bring your ideas to a
forum like this one or to forums like
this one all over the democratic world,
bring your ideas to be examined and
debated—that is the path of courage
and honor.

————

HOW OBAMACARE AFFECTS
CARDIACASSIST

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to tell a story about lost op-
portunity.

Pennsylvania is the country’s fourth
highest producer of medical devices.
One company in my district,
CardiacAssist, makes devices that
treat heart failure and employs over 40
people.

CardiacAssist’s devices improve qual-
ity of life, and they significantly re-
duce the cost of care for cardiac pa-
tients. The company’s mission is to de-
velop products that are both easier to
use and less expensive to make, but
ObamaCare’s onerous medical device
tax is stifling growth at CardiacAssist.

Since this $30 billion tax took effect,
CardiacAssist has backed off from hir-
ing five new employees to just one. It
has also reduced its research and devel-
opment efforts.

When we tax the very innovation
that is the solution to the cost crisis in
this country, it directly affects how
quickly CardiacAssist gets its afford-
able therapies out to the world. Sadly,
it also costs jobs and, in this case, four
jobs at a company trying to grow in
western Pennsylvania.

The Protect Medical Innovation Act
repeals this tax and allows companies
like CardiacAssist to get back to grow-
ing and creating jobs. I am a proud co-
sponsor of this legislation and look for-
ward to its passage.

e —
BARBARA BOXER WILL RETIRE IN
2016

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Madam Speaker, 1
learned just a few minutes ago that my
wonderful Senator from the State of
California, Senator BARBARA BOXER,
will not be seeking reelection in 2016,
and although we do have this wonder-
ful Senator for 2 more years, I just
wanted to say a few words about my
great admiration for Senator BOXER.

I have been a great admirer of her
since the 1980s when she was in the
House. I helped to work when she ran
for the United States Senate in 1992.

She has been a great leader. She has
been a champion voice for the environ-
ment. She spoke out about climate
change before anyone else spoke out
about it. She was one of the first to
really speak out for all progressive
causes. She has fought for workers.

I want her to know that California
will miss her. We will count on her
leadership for the next 2 years here in
Congress, and then after that, I just
want to say it will be a great loss. I
will miss her greatly.

————
TARGETED SPENDING CUTS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I am rising today in support of H.R. 39.
This is a bill I filed yesterday, and it
calls for a 1 percent across-the-board
spending reduction for all discre-
tionary spending except for Homeland
Security, Defense, and Veterans Af-
fairs. That is 1 percent out of the 2015
budget.

The Federal Government is over $18
trillion in debt. That is why I filed this
bill, because it is not fair to hard-
working taxpayers and to future gen-
erations to be saddled with this debt.

Do you know, right now, $56,600 is
each individual’s share of the debt? I
have a nephew who just recently
turned 1 year old; Worth Hunter has
$56,600 worth of debt. Is that fair? No,
indeed, it is not.

It is important that we begin to cut
that 1 penny out of every dollar in dis-
cretionary spending to get our fiscal
house in order. I urge consideration of
H.R. 39.

———

HONORING SHANDA LAVIE
McALLISTER

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, I come
to the floor of the U.S. House today to
pay tribute to the memory of Shanda
LaVie McAllister, a native North Caro-
linian, admired daughter, sister, and
friend who departed this life suddenly
on December 12, 2014, in Cumberland
County, where she lived and worked as
a teacher.

Shanda was an outstanding educator
of more than 20 years, a well-respected
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advocate for children, a leader in her
church and community, and someone
who valued all people.

Genuinely concerned for the welfare
of each student, she truly believed that
if given the opportunity and resources,
every child could succeed. She had a
good heart, glowing personality, and
she left an indelible impression on her
community and her State.

For her many tireless efforts on be-
half of children, I join with her par-
ents, Freddie and former State Rep-
resentative Mary McAllister, and all
the citizens of our State in honoring
Shanda’s memory and her legacy.

———

TERROR ATTACK IN PARIS

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Madam Speaker, today, I
stand in solidarity with the people of
France, and my thoughts and prayers
g0 out to the families of the victims of
the ruthless terrorist attack that hap-
pened in Paris yesterday.

This rampage was perpetrated by ter-
rorists who seek nothing but death and
destruction for all of us who embrace
something as basic as the freedom of
speech. While we did not need it, this
only reinforces and strengthens our re-
solve in the fight to defend our free-
doms and our way of life.

It may be an uncomfortable truth,
but the reality is that we cannot stick
our heads in the sand and hope that
threats from radical extremists will go
away on their own.

Nowhere are the stakes bigger today,
Madam Speaker, than in Iran. Iran and
its nuclear weapons program, I believe,
pose the number one threat to our na-
tional security.

Our resolve in confronting the Ira-
nian challenge must never waver, and I
call on this new Congress to act right
away in ratcheting up pressure and
sanctions on Iran. This is not a left

versus right issue. This is a right
versus wrong issue.
———
[ 1215
CONGRATULATING PACIFIC

NORTHWEST NATIONAL LABORA-
TORY

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, as
a newly elected Congressman from the
State of Washington, I rise to mark the
50th anniversary of the Pacific North-
west National Laboratory in my con-
gressional district. I congratulate all
current and former lab workers and
their families. Their commitment to
excellence is apparent from the con-
tributions the lab has made both to the
local community and to our Nation.

This world-class facility is key to the
long-term growth of the Tri-Cities be-
cause of the leading role the lab plays
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